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provided for the incessant flux and change of things, by the
invisible little triangles of the uir&pov, which, like particles of
ice in a bladder, are kept in continual agitation and movement by
the pressure from without; but as he still left the other element?
of .Number and Ideas unaltered, the theory was felt by Aristotle
and his successors to be crude and inadequate. There was
nothing for it, therefore, but for Philosophy to discover such
connexions between these four independent principles, that
from their particular state at any one time, their future state
might be seen to follow; to advance. In a word, from a statical
to a dynamical theory of things.

The World-fan having thus unfolded itself in Plato till
every rib of its structure was visible, it now remained to show
what those connexions were between the ribs, whereby they
were bound to gradually draw together until they finally
coalesced and closed into a single principle again. To exhibit
this gradual closing of the fan until it shuts itself up in
Christianity, and to show the stages through which the little
boat of Philosophy, now In mid-stream, must pass before it
Beaches that Religious bank to Avhich It is slowly but surely
ending, shall be my endeavour ia the following chapters.